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Expression of Interest Guidance

BACKGROUND

The Mid Ulster Hardship Fund was established in response to the cost of living crisis and evidence that many foodbanks and food support charities, are facing the combined challenges of increasing need, escalating running costs, and food donations failing to keep up with demand. To ensure that foodbanks are able to support people through this crisis, the Department for Communities (DfC), through Mid Ulster District Council, have made funds available through this Fund.

The definition of a foodbank organisation for the purposes of this Fund is, an organisation which gives out emergency food parcels/vouchers and/or home heating oil/vouchers support, on a weekly bases and has been running for six months or more.

Funding is intended to cover costs such as purchase of food items/food vouchers and/or the purchase of home heating oil/vouchers, for distribution to people in need.


STEP 1 – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Interested organisations are invited to complete an Expression of Interest (EoI) form confirming eligibility of the following criteria:
1. The organisation running the foodbank is a legally constituted not-for-profit organisation, including registered charities, exempted charities, or other forms such as a company with social purpose.  If not a charity, you must be able to provide evidence of your not-for-profit status, e.g. constitution with a relevant clause.
2. The organisation running the foodbank has at least one set of accounts.  Please provide last 3 months bank statements with this EoI.
3. The organisation running the foodbank has no outstanding claims with Mid Ulster District Council
4. The organisation runs a regular foodbank (as defined above)
5. The foodbank is based in and operates in Mid Ulster
6. The foodbank is open to all Section 75 groups.  Please complete S75 form.


STEP 2 – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ASSESSMENT 

Submissions that meet the eligibility criteria and have submitted all requested information, will be assessed against the following:

Location: Geographical area and spread of delivery. Funding levels will reflect population spread of the district as well as deprivation indicators.  Other geographic considerations will be given to ensure a balance of funding across the district in both urban and rural areas.  Please note, Council can only fund a up to a maximum of 2 organisations in each District Electoral Area.  

Accessibility: How accessible is it for people in need to recieve your services i.e. your location, your opening times, if you take third party referrals etc.

Impact: How many people you currently help, the value of your total support, your income levels to support people in need etc.  Please complete table in form.

Wrap Around Support: How you provide or promote wrap around support from crisis intervention (immediate help with food/fuel) to referral programmes of support (for support with budgeting, addiction, housing, debt, employment training & skills).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Quality assurance: Are you affiliated to a regional, national or international poverty body e.g. Trussell Trust, FairShare, St Vincent de Paul or other.  We may ask for a letter of endorsement from a person independent of your organisation, in support of your work.


GRANT AMOUNT AND PAYMENT 

The grant amount will be determined by how well the assessment criteria have been met, the need identified, geographical coverage and what available resources Council may have available at any given time. 


GRANT CONDITIONS AND REPORTING 

Successful applicants will need to sign and return a Letter of Offer which sets out the terms of the funding. 

Receipt of grant funding will be on the condition that the organisation agrees to join the Mid Ulster Hardship Network. This will involve working with other foodbanks and hardship support organisations and the Mid Ulster Advice Services (MIDAS).   

A further condition of funding is organisation will agree to participate in the new Mid Ulster Social Supermarket Support programme.  The programme will provide a wraparound service to foodbank clients to support them out of food insecurity and wider poverty.  It will provide them with benefit checks, debt advice, money management, skills & training, health & wellbeing etc, depending on their individual needs.  A target number of referrals to the Mid Ulster Social Supermarket Support Programme will be set in the Letter of Offer, based on the level of funding provided.

Failure to comply with the above conditions of funding may result in a request to pay back the funding received.

A report will be required by the end of March 2025, summarising how the funds were used, the difference they made and number of people/households supported over the funding period. A simple reporting template will be provided in order to make reporting as easy as possible. 
All applicants must submit:

Evidence of bank account: You will need to attach a paying in slip or bank statement from the last three months to evidence your organisation’s bank account details. (If a bank statement is provided the account name, number and sort code should be clear, as well as the date. You may redact other sensitive information).

Constitution: If your organisation is not a charity, you will need to attach your organisation’s constitution/founding document showing its not-for-profit status.

Safeguarding policy: You will need to attach your current Safeguarding Policy.
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